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Nashville to Chicago Road Trip on
Route 41 - Trip Companion
A long inland US 41 chapter from Nashville through western Kentucky, the Ohio River,

Evansville, the Wabash Valley, and Chicago.

BEST FOR

Midwest-bound Route 41 travelers, drivers who need strong service planning, travelers continuing from
Nashville toward the Great Lakes

8
states on the modern corridor

10
driving chapters

US 41
Miami to Copper Harbor
planning frame

Paper is for decisions, notes, and offline reference. Re-check weather, construction, closures, hours, bridge operations, lodging, parking,
fuel, and seasonal access close to travel.
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TRIP SHAPE

Build the trip in phases
Protect a river-city or Wabash Valley reset before the Chicago approach. Do not try to recover delays by removing
the final service margin.

PHASE 1

Nashville on

Choose one primary experience for this phase,
then keep the rest as optional context.

PHASE 2

Evansville on -> Terre Haute on

Choose one primary experience for this phase,
then keep the rest as optional context.

PHASE 3

Terre Haute on -> Chicago on

Choose one primary experience for this phase,
then keep the rest as optional context.

Planning rule: Protect the reset and arrival plan before adding extra stops.
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ANCHORS

Primary anchors and backups
Primary anchors

Nashville on Evansville on Terre Haute on Chicago on

Backup anchors

Use a lower-effort stop near the primary anchor rather than inventing a distant backup.

Pacing posture: Protect a river-city or Wabash Valley reset before the Chicago approach. Do not try to
recover delays by removing the final service margin.

Write your overnight / major reset
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LIVE CHECKS

What can change before travel
Ohio River bridge, construction and traffic conditions

Fuel, food and rest timing through western Kentucky and Indiana

Chicago Southland and city traffic

Parking and lodging before Chicago arrival

Keep the route honest

The current mainline leaves Nashville toward Springfield and western Kentucky rather than routing through
Clarksville.

Chicago is a major destination and navigation decision, not a casual roadside stop.

Cut-list rule: If the day runs long, remove optional stops before removing rest, fuel, weather margin, or the
final arrival plan.
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YOUR PLAN

Your trip-at-a-glance sheet
Write the decisions that should survive even when the day changes.

Travel date and direction

Overnight / major reset

Primary experience

Backup experience

Fuel / meal / rest plan

Parking / lodging / arrival plan

First item to cut

Current checks completed
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